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Drama Name

Journal Prompts

Directions: Each day be seated when the bell rings. Immediately begin journaling.
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Choose a prompt and cross it off the list.
Prompts may be used only once.

You do not need to follow numerical order.

Each journal entry must include the date, topic #, and the original prompt.
Each journal entry must be 3-5 sentences in length.

You will receive a completion grade each day for your entry.

If you lose your copy of prompts, you must go to my website on your own
time and print a new copy.
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‘What do you think is an essential ingredient in live theater?

Discuss how theater can enrich your life.

Make a list of your personal goals for this class.

Write two positive statements about yourself.

Look around the room and choose three of your classmates. List their names in your
journal, and write two positive statements about them.

Make a classic comic book of personal events.

Make alist of some of your likes, dislikes, and traits that make you the unique individual
that you are.

What is discipline?

Why is discipline necessary in the home? At school? In your personal life?

. Select one of your classmates, and write in your journal why he or she is a successful

theater student.

What motivates you to excel in your art?

Who was your inspiration in the arts?

Ts there a special time or place that makes you feel most creative?
What is respect, and why is it an integral part of theater class?
‘Why should students learn how to evaluate their own work as well as the work of others?
What people do you respect? Why do you respect them? How does this affect your
relationship with them?

‘What situations can you name that could use artistic discipline?

In what ways do you see yourself applying theater in your future?

Imagine you are with your friends at your favorite place to hang out. Who are you with?
What are you doing?

. Why is it difficult to concentrate in class? List reasons you have difficulty concentrating

in class.

. How observant were you this morning? What did your parents and siblings say to you

before you came to school? What were they wearing?

. Choose one of your senses and in your journal write why you believe it is the most

valuable s

nse.

. What is the importance of imagination in theater?
. Which personal resource makes you look believable onstage?
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25. Why is it important to believe in what you’re doing onstage?

26. Why is it essential to keep an active imagination throughout life?

27. How do you relax, mentally and physically, before a performance?

28. What does it take for you to be totally involved in an assignment, activity, or
performance?

29. Why do actors need to observe people, places, and things?

30. Explain the difference between spontaneous action and scripted action.

31. Make a list of your favorite stories when you were a child. Why do you still remember

them?

2. Why is the process more important than the product in creative drama?

33. Which method helps you relax? Music, silence in a room, daydreaming, exercises, all of
the above. Explain your answer.

34, List three people whose voices you admire. Why?

35. Describe the tone of your voice. (Is it too high, low, shrill, nasal?).

36. Explain why listening to someone talk too fast or too slow results in ineffective
communication.

37. What good speaking habits have you developed?

38. Discuss the importance of control in using vocal elements effectively onstage.

scuss specific historical events that have been altered or influenced by the role of one
person.

40. Discuss the meaning of the phrase, “You never really understand a person until you walk
a mile in his shoes.”

41. Think of some of the advantages and disadvantages of talking to yourself.

42. To what extent are you willing to go to eliminate the obstacles in the way of your goals?

43. What are you thinking at this moment?

44. How would you describe your stance, posture, walk, and movement?

45.1f you were a director, on which type of stage would you prefer to direct? Why?

46. Assume that you have all the money that you would need to build a new theater space.
How would you design your stage?

47. Write a note of appreciation to another member of the cast or to a member of one of the
production crews, expressing admiration for something in that person’s performance.

48. Suggest a tradition you feel would be a meaningful way to close your next production.

49. Your theater class has $200 to produce a one-act play. How will you spend the money?

50. Tf you were a director, how would you audition twenty female actors for play with only
three female parts?

51. Make a list of possible dangers in producing a play.

52. Tmagine what it would be like to perform in an ancient outdoor theater. What special
skills would you need?

53. We're all actors every day. Write about the ways you use gestures and facial expressions
to communicate with your friends.

54. Why is pretending an important part of growing up?

55. Give a theory for the beginning of theater.

56. Describe some of the life skills that are used in theater.

57. Recall a poem of story you have read that has a lot of action words. Write how you could
pantomime the action effectively.
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58. Think of someone who seems to always make himself/herself clearly understood
regardless of where he/she is. What does that person do that is different from others
whom you cannot understand?

59. Write five goals you would like to accomplish in improving your voice this year.

60. Make a list of tunes from Broadway shows or movies that the class can use for warm-ups
and exercises for developing and improving voice for the stage.

61. Discuss how improvisation and role-playing help you in real life.

62. What mannerisms can you pick up in this classroom? What can you tell about these
students by observing their posture and expressions?

63. Name five interesting mannerisms you could use in a characterization.

64. How can you use the process of character analysis in other school subjects?

65. Compile a list of today’s top five actors/actresses, and give two reasons for your decision.

66. List as many play titles as you can.

67. Harold Clurman once said, “Choose a good script . . . cast good actors—and you’ll all be
good directors.” Do you agree or disagree? Why?

68. What aspects, other than acting, are involved in producing a play?

69. List examples of outstanding stage makeup. Think of the makeup you have seen on the
stage, in films, or on television. Discuss how the makeup enhanced the character in each
case.

70. Think of ways to change the atmosphere of this classroom through lighting.

71. Think of and describe one promotional idea that could be used on our campus or in our
community to advertise the play.

72. Discuss how you, as crew, would handle the following situation: An extremely loud
group of students arrive several minutes after the play has begun. Their reserved seats
are in the front row of the theater.

73. Tn what ways can your group show appreciation to individuals in the community who
support the theater program.

74. Do you remember attending your first theatrical production? Share your experience.

75. Imagine that you are one of a group of teachers taking your students on a field trip to see
aplay. Asan acting company, create a list of expectations for your students.

76. How much does media impact your life? Count the number of hours per week you watch
TV or attend movies. Share.

77. Movie lighting and special effects can create much more realistic settings and moods than
are possible in the theater. What does this mean for audiences at movies compared to
audiences at theater performances?

78. Tn your journal, list one of your favorite live stage productions, television programs, and
films. Explain why you chose each one.

79. Discuss the similarities and differences of live theater, television, and film from the
aspect of production techniques.

80. What impact have live theater, television, and film had on your life?

81. Relate a positive or negative experience in which you have received an evaluation or

sm. Why was it positive or negative? Be specific.

. List as many different theater-related careers and jobs as you can. Remember, acting is

not the only job in theater.

83. How many names of professional producers or directors of live theater can you name?
Compile a list. Can you name one play each person has directed of produced?
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84. Which of the following elements do you think is the most important in a production: set,
costumes, makeup, lighting, special effects, music/sound? Why?

85. What do you think are the most rewarding aspects of being a Drama teacher?

86. How can the study of theater enhance your life, even though you do not choose it as a
profession?

87. Picture yourself twenty years from now. You have a career in theater. Write a short story
telling of your career journey. Be sure to include your professional training and some of
your experiences along the way.

88. List the places where you have seen clowns performing. Why do you think clowning is
still a popular form of entertainment?

89. How important will pantomime be in your theatrical experience?

90. What do you remember about clowns when you were a young child?

91. What makes you enjoy or not enjoy listening to people read?

92. When you were younger and had stories read to you, which readers had effective reading
skills? Why are they good oral readers? Be specific.

93. Think about the way you learned the story The Three Little Pigs. Write down the way
you can use that technique when learning to tell a story to this class.

94. Write a story that begins with the words “once upon a time” and ends with “they lived
happily ever after.”

95. Compile a list of all the times you heard stories told yesterday.

96. Evaluate the importance of personal and family stories. Why is it important that we hear
and retell our living history?

97. Tell a story that made a difference in your life.

98. What impact has radio had on your life? Write the types of radio programs that you listen
to.

99. Compile a list of favorite poems, short stories, novels, and plays to be considered as
readers theater material.

100. Think about plays or movies in which characters wear masks. What is the purpose of

the masks?





 




 

